URBAN  DISTRICT 

OF 

HEMSWORTH 


J*A 




ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


. 


% 


I 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1961/62 


ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Cr.  Mrs.  E.M.  Daykin,  J.P.,  4 Bronte  Grove,  Hemsworth  (Chairman) 

Cr.  J.  Miles,  11  Holgate  Gardens,  Hemsworth  (Vice-Chairman) 

Cr.  J.P.  Donelan,  2 Wakefield  Road,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  J.  Fisher,  6l+  Chantry  Croft,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  H.  Langley,  "Lynwood",  Tan  House  Lane,  Ackworth. 

Cty,  Cr.  H.  Miles,  94  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  E.  Nettleton,  J.P.,  32  Station  Road,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  A.  .Richards,  6 Bronte  Grove,  Hemsworth, 

Cr.  C.  Thompson,  1 Central  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  E.  Theater,  1 Grove  Place,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.F.  Starling,  47  Grove  Lane,  Hemsworth. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH L 


John  S.  Walters,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS . 

4 


C.H.  Seal,  M.A.P.H.I, 
S.  Wheater,  M.A.P.H.I 


- 2 


UR3IAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWORTH  „ 

Public  Health  Department, 
Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEMSWORTH, 

Pontefract, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council, 

Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  and  health 
services  of  your  district  for  the  year  1961, 

In  my  report  to  you  last  year  the  manner  of  presentation  was  altered 
considerably  in  the  belief  that  additional  information  would  be  made  available 

and  as  I believe  you  to  have  approved  the  alteration  I have  adopted  the  same 
procedure  this  year. 

The  first  part  of  the  report  deals  with  the  vital  statistics  relating  to  the 
Urban  District  of  Hemsworth  whilst  that  section  which  deals  with  the  personal 
health  services  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  and 
which  are  administered  by  me  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  contains  information 
about  the  division  as  a whole , 

ihe  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  complementary  to  my  own  and 
covers  the  detailed  work  of  his  department, 

ihe  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  shows  a fall  from 
14,510  in  i960  to  14,430  in  1 961 , although  there  were  more  live  births  and  fewer 
deaths  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Live  birchs  increased  from  293  to  310  and  there  were  7 still  births  compared 
with  6 in  I960. 

there  were  168  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  195  in  the  previous  year  and 
infanc  deaths  fell  to  7 from  11  in  i960.  Of  these  1 occurred  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life, 

I regret  to  report  that  there  was  1 maternal  death. 

By  the  years  end  the  number  of  iftnhabited  houses  had  increased  by  67  to  4,267* 

An  outbreak  of  epidemic  measles  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  meant 
a jump  in  the  infectious  diseases  notifications  but  otherwise  the  figures  show 
little  change  from  previous  years  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  case  of 
poliomyelitis  occurred. 

The  number  of  newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  has  fallen  from  19  in 
I960  to  12, 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  at  both  Fitzwilliam  and  Hemsworth  and  the  immunisation  and 
vaccination  rates  (with  the  exception  of  smallpox)  have  been  fairly  satisfactory. 
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The  development  of  the  Chiropody  Service  at  Hemsv>/orth  Clinic  has  been  rapid 
and  the  Mental  Health  Service  has  expanded  to  the  point  where  all  the  dirties 
envisaged  for  the  mental  welfare  officers  have  been  taken  over. 

Liaison  with  the  Hospital  Service  has  been  good.  The  attendance  of  Health 
Visitors  at  certain  specialist  clinics  has  led  to  a better  understanding  of  the 
workings  of  the  curative  and  preventive  sides  of  medical  practice,  an  understanding 
which  must  be  of  benefit  to  the  patient. 

Throughout  the  report  I have  commented  on  the  statistics  where  I considered 
it  necessary. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  and  my  own  staff  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year  and  I am  most  grateful  for  the  interest  shown  by  the 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin,  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  in  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.S.  WALTERS. 
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PART  ONE. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  the  District 

4163  acres 

Rateable  Value  (at  31.12.6l) 

€103,637 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  31.12.6l) 

£388 

Registrar  Oeneral's  estimate 

of  population 

(mid  1 961 ) 

14,430 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (at 

31  .12.61) 

4,267 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Female , 

Total . 

Legitimate 

144 

148 

292 

Illegitimate 

9 

9 

18 

153 

157 

310 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births 

S 5.Q% 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE. 

Crude 

21 .5  per 

1000  estimated  population 

Adjusted 

20.0  per 

1000  estimated  population 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male . 

Female , 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

7 

STILL  DIRTH  RATE.  22-.  1 per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 


TOTAL  LIVE  AMD  STILL  BIRTHS.  Male. 

Female . 

Total . 

158 

139 

317 

INFANT  DEATHS  (total  under  1 year) 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate  4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

4 

3 

7 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  4 weeks) 

Male . 

Female . 

Total . 

Legitimate  1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

1 

1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  22.6  per  1000  total  live  births 

NEO -.NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  4 weeks) 

3.2  per  1000  total  live  births 
EARLY  NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  1 week) 


3.2  per  1000  total  live  births 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  1 week  and  stillbirths  combined) 


25.2  per  1000  total  live  & still  births 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
DEATHS 

All  age  groups 
DEATH  RATE 


One 

3.15  per  1000  total  live  & still  births 
Male , Female.  Total „ 

72  96  168 


Crude 


11.6  per  1000  estimated  population 


Adjusted 


10,1  per  1000  estimated  population 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


BIRTH  RATE. 

1961. 

I960. 

.15.5.9  ■ 

1958. 

1957. 

Urban  District 
(adjusted) 

20.0 

I808 

17.6 

20.0 

19.3 

Nest  Riding 

17.4 

17.1 

16.7 

16.9 

16.7 

England  & Wales 

17.4 

17.1 

16.5 

16.4 

16.1 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

Urban  District 

22.1 

20.1 

32.3 

22.5 

39.7 

Nest  Riding 

20.2 

22.4 

20.4 

22.8 

23.9 

England  & Wales 

18.7 

19.7 

20.7 

21.6 

22.4 

DEATH  RATE. 

Urban  District 

(adjusted) 

10.1 

12.5 

13.2 

9.1 

11.8 

West  Riding 

13.4 

12.6 

12.7 

13.0 

12.7 

England  & Wales 

12.0 

11.5 

11.6 

11.7 

11.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Urban  District 

22.6 

37.5 

11.1 

26.3 

31.0 

West  Riding 

24.6 

22.5 

24.0 

24.4 

26.4 

England  & Wales 

21.4 

21.7 

22.0 

22.5 

23.O 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:  - 


Cause 

Male 

1- 

Female 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

" lung  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

" " breast 

- 

1 

1 

" " uterus 

- 

2 

2 

" " other  sites 

8 

6 

14 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

31 

37 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

7 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

6 

13 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

10 

15 

Bronchitis 

10 

6 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation 

2 

2 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

9 

10 

19 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

72 

96 

168 

There  has  been  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  195  in  the 
previous  year  but  the  distribution  of  the  various  causes  remains  virtually 
unaltered.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system  and  of  the 
coronary  arteries  are  once  again  the  greatest  killers  in  terms  of  numbers 
with  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  contributing  a not  inconsideraole  proportion 
of  the  total. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  gives  the  cause  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  classified  into  age  groups. 


1 

Cause 

Age 

Groups 

Male 

— 

Female 

pp. 

Total 

Under  1 week 

1 -3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-1 2 months 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Abnormality 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

k 

3 

7 

The  fall  in  the  infant  deaths  from  11  in  the  previous  year  is 
encouraging.  Three  of  the  deaths  however  were  from  infection  and  must 
therefore  be  considered  as  avoidable. 


part  two 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
CASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS . 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

1 0-1 4 years 

03 

Sh 

cd 

& 

1 

LT\ 

V" 

03 

Jh 

cd 

& 

l 

C\J 

03 

cd 

CD 

3 

1 

m 

03 

f-i 

cd 

CD 

>> 

-d- 

VO 

1 

65  and  over 

Totals 

-1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

M 

1 

Measles . 

6 

106 

95 

153 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

36k 

Pneumonia. 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

9 

Dysentery. 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Tuberculoses 

, 

_ 

Respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

6 

- 

11 

Non-re spiratory 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

6 

— 

110 

101 

1 

159 

4 

5 

3 

4 

10 

’ 

402 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TOV/NSHIPS. 


Township 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Fheumonia 

& 

© 

-p 

£ 

© 

03 

£ 

Erysipelas 

Purperal 

lyrexia 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Totals 

— 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Hemsworth 

3 

1 

268 

6 

— 

1 

4 

5 

— 

288 

Fitzwilliam 

1 

- 

43 

1 

5 

- 

- 

3 

1 

54 

Kinsley 

2 

- 

53 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

60 

Totals 

6 

1 

— 

364 

9 

5 

1 

4 

11 

1 

1 

402 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH. 


j 

1 January 

February 

| ’ 

xi 

0 

M 

H 

•rl 

1 

June 

July 

-p 

CO 

1 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

22 

45 

121 

63 

50 

40 

21 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

364 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

9 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Purperal 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Pyrexia 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

11 

Non-Re  spir at  ory 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

24 

53 

122 

64 

50 

46 

30 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

402 

The  return  of  measles  to  the  district  after  its  virtual  absence  in  edidemic 
form  in  the  previous  year  is  entirely  responsible  for  the  increase  in  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  from  156  in  i960  to  402  this  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  contained  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Register: - 


Number  of  cases 

1 

Respiratory 



Non -Respiratory 

Total 

on  xT.ogiBter 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  cases  on 

Register  at  the 
commencement  of 
the  year. 

63 

46 

10 

12 

131 

No.  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time 
during  the  year. 

8 

3 

1 

12 

No.  of  cases 
restored  to  the 
Register. 

... 

No.  of  cases  added  to 
the  register  otherwise 
than  by  notification. 

1 

4 

. 

5 

Nc 

1 

3.  of  cases  removed 
?rom  Register  through: 

[a)  Death 

3 

3 

;b 

Recovered 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

icj 

Removed 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Totals  remaining  on 
Register  at  the 

66 

48 

10 

12 

136 

Year  End. 

12  new  notifications  is  an  improvement  on  the  19  notified  in  the  previous 


year 


11 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TOST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


HEALTH  DIVISION  NO.  23 


HEMSWORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

HEMSWORTH 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
1961 


by 

J.S.  WALTERS 


M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 


12 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF  (at  31  .12.60 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer. 


JOHN  S.  WALTERS,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
and  School  Medical  Officers, 


Edith  E.  Cromb,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Senior) 
Josephine  Hayes,  M.B. , Ch.B. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (part  time) 

P.  Crann,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.S.  Laurie,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.W.  McRobert,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

D.  Vining,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

School  Dental  Officers. 

Mr.  G.H.  Bulcock,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  G.B.  Reid,  L.D.S. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  - Visiting  and  Consultant  Staff. 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

R.W.L.  Calderwood,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Ophthalmologist . 

J.V.  Kirkwood,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chest  Physician. 


J.W.  Jordan,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer. 

Miss  S.  Willett. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses . 


Miss  M.  Bunting. 
Mrs.  N.  Cookson. 
Miss  M.  Kennington 

Assistants  - Mrs 


Mrs.  D.E.  Lindsey. 
Miss  E.T.  Marren. 
Miss  D.  Marsh. 

Mrs.  B.  Thorpe. 

D.  Clark.  Mrs.  J.A 


Miss  N.  Miskell. 
Mrs.  M.  Newton. 

Miss  A.  Parrott. 
Miss  F.M.  Vamplew. 

Wilson.  Mrs.  F.B 


Midwives . 


Mrs.  D.M.  Beaumont. 
Miss  S.  Blanchard. 
Miss  C.I.  Broadley. 
Mrs.  V.  Crawford. 


Mrs.  B.  Hesketh. 
Miss  M.L.  Heyward . 
Miss  A.  Ingham. 
Mrs.  L.  Jenkins. 


Mrs.  A.W.  Jones, 
Miss  F.  King. 

Mrs.  E.E.  Megs on. 
Mrs.  M.V.  Porter. 
Mrs.  W.  Robinson. 


Home  Nurses. 


Mrs.  G.  Bristow. 
Mrs.  M.E.  Edwards. 
Mrs.  J.O.  Garratt. 
Mrs . M.  Giles . 


Mrs.  E.  Hirst. 

Mrs.  J.  Kitchen. 
Mrs.  M.C.  Kitching. 
Mrs.  E.R.  Leake. 


Mrs.  F.J.  Makinson. 
Mrs.  J.  Megson. 

Mrs . V.  Sherwood. 
Mrs.  H.  Tallett. 
Mrs.  M.  Watson. 


e 


Houghton. 
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Mental  Health. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers 

Hemsworth  Training  Centre 


Mrs.  M.  Harkness. 

Mr.  P.  Noden. 

Mrs . M.E.  Towell  (Supervisor.) 
Mr.  L.I.  Wright . 

Miss  D.  Casey. 

Mrs.  S.M.  Rushy. 

Mrs  . G- . M . Wri  ght . 


Speech  Therapist. 

Mrs.  A.L.  Claxt on-Smith. 
Chiropodist. 

Mr.  A. A.  Aldam. 

Clerical  Staff. 


Mr.  G.  Ellis  - Senior  Clerk. 

Mr,  F.  Henry  - Deputy  Senior  Clerk. 
Mr.  C.  Miles. 

Mrs.  F.M.  Blair. 

Mrs.  E.M.  Liptrot. 

Mrs,  W.S.  Theaker. 

Mrs.  I.  Hinchliffe  (part  time) 

Mrs.  W.c.  Ventom  (part  time) 

Miss  G.A.  Vamplew. 

Mrs.  M.M.  Williams. 

Miss  J,B.  7/halley. 

and 

87  part  time  domestic  helps. 

10  clinic  caretakers,  etc. 
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The  Hemsworth  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  together  form  Health  Division  23  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council.  The  area  of  work  of  the  medical,  nursing  and 
other  staff  of  the  County  Council  is  demarcated  only  by  the  divisional  boundary  and 
details  of  the  various  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  and 
Education  Authority  are  given  for  the  division  as  a whole.  * 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  and  Nursing  Service. 

(a)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


There  are  11  clinics  in  the  Division,  those  at  Hemsworth,  South  Elmsall  and 
Grimethorpe  being  held  in  purpose-built  premises  erected  over  the  past  six  years. 
Construction  of  the  nev;  clinic  at  South  Kirkby  commenced  in  October  and  was  well 
forward  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

A doctor  and  health  visitor  is  present  at  each  session  to  give  advice  on  infant 
health  and  feeding  problems  and  give  protective  inoculations.  A selection  of  baby 
foods  and  vitamin  preparations  are  available  for  sale  to  mothers  at  cost  price  and 
National  Welfare  foods  are  also  distributed,  though  increased  charges  for  orange 
juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin  tablets  which  came  into  effect  in  June  has 
considerably  reduced  the  sale  of  these  commodities.  At  most  of  the  clinics  this 
work  is  undertaken  by  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committee,  and  to  them  I express  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

A new  departure  in  clinic  work  was  the  inauguration  of  a Mothers  Club  at  the 
South  Elmsall  clinic  in  September.  Mrs.  Lindsey  the  local  Health  Visitor  and  her 
Committee  have  been  very  energetic  in  obtaining  the  services  of  interesting  speakers, 
the  emphasis  being  on  Health  and  Home  Management . The  venture  is  developing  very 
successfully. 

Details  of  the  clinics  and  brief  statistics  are  given  below 


No . of  children 

attended  during  Total 


Address  of  Centre. 

Day  of  opening . 

year. 

attendan 

Ackworth  CWC, 

Mission  Rooms, 
Ackworth. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

Thursday  afternoon 
(fomightly  - Toddlers) 

95 

1121 

Fitzwilliam  CWC, 
Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

212 

1749 

Great  Houghton  CWC, 
Methodist  Chapel, 
Great  Houghton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

76 

666 

Grimethorpe  CWC, 

The  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

321 

2038 

Hemsworth  CWC, 

The  Clinic, 

Highfield  Road, 
Hemsworth . 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

228 

2392 

Ryhill  CWC, 

Church  Hall, 

Cemetery  Road, 

Ryhill . 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

1 56 

1418 

Shafton  CWC, 
Methodist  Chapel, 
Shafton. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

108 

892 

15 


Address  of  Centre. 

Day  of  opening. 

No.  of  children 
attended  during 
year. 

Total 

attendance . 

South  Elmsall  CWC, 

The  Clinic, 

Westfield  Lane, 

South  Elmsall, 

Monday 

(weekly) 

162 

2403 

South  Hiendley  CWC, 
Methodist  Chapel, 

South  Hiendley. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

4 4 

378 

South  Kirkby  CWC, 
P.I.C.S.  Rooms, 

The  Green, 

South  Kirkby . 

Monday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

336 

2262 

Upton  CWC, 

Welfare  Hall, 

Upton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

146 

1503 

Totals 

1894 

16822 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Clinics, 

Ante-Natal  sessions  are  held  at  7 of  our  clinics,  a doctor  and  the  local  midwives 
being  in  attendance.  It  is  perhaps  a cause  for  satisfaction  and  a pointer  to  the  high 
standard  of  work  carried  out  to  note  that  the  number  of  women  attending  shows  an 
overall  increase  over  the  figure  for  i960  which  is  contrary  to  the  national  tendency. 

Special  sessions  for  relaxation  exercises  and  health  education  are  held  at  the 
clinics  and  here  again  the  number  of  women  attending  shows  an  increase  over  previous 
years . 


Brief  statistics  are  given  below 


Clinic. 


Total  number  of 
women  who  attended 

19^1  . 


Ackworth  ANC,  Tuesday  afternoon  80 

Mission  Rooms , (fortnightly) 

7/akefield  Road, 

Ackworth. 


Fitzwilliam  ANC,  Thursday  afternoon  152 

Church  Hall,  (weekly) 

Fitzwilliam. 


Total  attendances. 
Drs,  Relaxation 

Session  Session. 

350 


781  387 


Grime thorpe  ANC, 
The  Clinic, 
Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe . 

Heosworth  ANC, 
The  Clinic, 
Highfield  Road, 
Hemsworth . 

Ryhill  ANC, 
Church  Hall, 
Ryhill. 


Tuesday  morning 
(weekly) 


Wednesday  doming 
(weekly) 


Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 


199 


101 


162 


1 331  293 


608  352 


698  202 


16 


Total  number  of  Total  attendances. 


women  who  attended 

Drs . 

Relaxation 

Clinic. 

Day  of  opening. 

during  1 961  . 

Session 

Session. 

South  Elmsall  ANC, 
Westfield  Lane, 
South  Elmsall. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

113 

ir» 

CM 

r- 

84  • 

South  Kirkby  ANC, 
P.I.C.S.  Rooms, 

The  Green, 

South  Kirkby. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

120 

898 

151 

Totals 

927 

5391 

1469 

( c)  Health  Visiting. 

An  additional  assistant  7;as  appointed  during  the  year  and  it  was  possible  to 
give  much  needed  help  to  the  qualified  staff  in  their  more  routine  duties. 

I remarked  !last  year  on  the  introduction  of  phenylketonuria  testing.  None  of 
the  1213  babies  tested  in  19&1  were  found  to  be  positive  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  of  over  48,000  babies  tested  throughout  the  West  Riding  since  the  scheme  started 
only  2 true  cases  have  been  found.  The  scheme  is  continuing  but  the  question  must 
arise  as  to  whether  the  considerable  amount  of  time  devoted  to  it  is  justified  by  the 
results  30  far  obtained. 

Home  visiting  figures  have  decreased  and  this  is  mainly  due  to  extra  immunisation 
sessions  and  health  education  sessions  to  which  increasing  importance  is  being 
attached. 


Brief  statistics  are  given  below 

Total  visits  to  : Expectant  mothers 

224 

Children  under  1 year  of  age. 

- 8,750 

Children  1-2  years. 

- 3,985 

Children  2-5  years . 

- 4,782 

Tuberculosis  households. 

473 

Other  cases . 

- 8,753 

Clinic  Sessions. 

- 2,288 

(d)  Midwifery. 

One  midwife  w'as  transferred  to  County  relief  duties  during  the  year  and  the 
vacancy  was  not  filled.  The  remaining  13  nurses  delivered  at  home  642  of  the  total 
of  1,394  births  notified  during  the  year  and  in  addition  attended  573  cases  discharged 
from  hospital  before  the  tenth  day. 

All  the  midwives  now  possess  the  new'  Trilene  apparatus  for  analcgesia  and  they 
consider  it  a great  improvement  on  the  old  "Minitt”  machine  which  gave  a mixture  of 
nitrous  oxide  and  air. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

53  cases  were  specially  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the  mothers  including  27 
single  women  for  many  of  whom  a three  month  stay  in  a moral  w'elfare  home  was  arranged, 
the  County  Council  accepting  financial  responsibility  for  their-  maintenance . 


Age  groups  of  mothers.  Care  of  the  Baby. 


15  -19  years 

- 8 

Adopted 

20  - 24  years 

- 20 

To  care  of  grandparents  - 

25  - 29  years 

- 8 

Fostered 

30  - 39  years 

- 10 

Died 

40  & over 

- 7 

Kept  by  mother  - 

- 17  - 

Premature  Infants. 

143  babies  weighing  5^-  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  were  notified  in  the  Division  in 


1961  . 16  sets 

of  twins 

were  included 

in  thite  figure . 

Details  of 

survival 

are 

given  below:- 

Died  within 

Survived  over 

Place  of  birth. 

Total. 

Stillborn. 

Alive. 

24  hrs 

. 1 week.  4 weeks. 

4 weeks. 

Home . 

33 

2 

31 

3 

- 

- 

28 

Hospital, 

110 

15 

95 

5 

2 

5 

83 

Total 

143 

17 

126 

8 

2 

5 

111 

(e)  Hope  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nursing  service  was  fully  staffed  during  1961  and  as  all  except  one  were 
car  users  this  has  increased  the  efficiency  and  mobility  of  the  service.  Total  visits 
again  show  an  increase,  due  largely  to  an  increase  in  visits  to  the  over  65  age  group 
which  now  accounts  for  over  60f/Z  of  total  visits. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  district  nurses  began  to  use  disposable  syringes  which 
are  used  once  only.  This  method  ensures  that  each  patient  has  a completely  sterile 
syringe  and  saves  the  nurse  a considerable  amount  of  time. 


Statistics  are  given  below 


Total  Cases 

1,948 

Total  Visits 

41 ,522 

Fhtients  aged  65  and  over 
included  above 

699 

23,978 

Patients  who  received  more 
than  24  visits 

141 

7,898 

Total  visits  for  injection  only 

17,564 

Other  Local  Health  Services. 

(a)  Domestic  Helps. 

To  meet  a continuing  increase  in  demand  for  assistance,  the  establishment  of 
Domestic  Helps  was  increased  to  the  equivalent  of  40  full  time  employees  during  '\96']  f 
the  total  strength  now  being  87  part  time  domestic  helps.  The  over  63  age  group 
now  account  for  approximately  Ql±%  of  all  cases  and  90 yo  of  total  hours. 

The  number  and  type  of  cases  helped  are  as  follows 


Type . 

No.  of  cases. 

Total  hours  employed. 

Maternity. 

24 

1370 

Tuberculosis. 

7 

1348 

Chronic  sick. 

over  65 

years . 

318 

77380 

Chronic  sick, 

under  65 

years . 

28 

3077 

Others . 

39 

2612 

Totals 

616 

85787 

The  total  figure  is  equivalent  to  39*3  full  time  domestic  helps. 


(b)  Chiropody. 

The  chiropody  service  which  commenced  in  i960  expanded  rapidly  during  1961  and 
is  now  available  in  all  parts  of  the  division,  either  through  our  own  direct  scheme 
or  through  the  agency  of  the  Hemsworth  & District  Old  Peoples  elfare  Committee. 


18 


The  fact  that  surprisingly  little  difficulty  has  been  encountered  is  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  co-operation  of  that  Committee  and  the  chiropodists  working  in  the 
scheme.  Approximately  12«5^  of  the  total  aged  population  are  now  receiving  treatment 
under  the  scheme.  •> 


Statistics  are  given  below 
Agency  Service. 


At  Surgery 

At  Home. 

Type 

of  Case . 

E.M. 

or  Clinic. 

Pensioner 

. Ph.H. 

Total  patients  treated 

461 

202 

639 

24 

- 

Total  treatment  given 

2025 

904 

2840 

89 

- 

Direct  Service. 

Total  patients  treated 

138 

76 

208 

5 

1 

Total  treatment  given 

530 

340 

850 

19 

1 

(c)  Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment. 


Considerable  stocks  of  nursing  equipment  ranging  from  bedding  to  wheel  chairs 
are  held  by  the  home  nurses  and  at  the  Health  Department  for  the  issue  or  loan  to 
patients  being  nursed  at  home.  In  all  35  different  items  are  stocked  and  many  more 
can  be  obtained  from  central  supplies  at  short  notice . Some  648  separate  loans  were 
made  during  the  year. 


(d)  Ambulance  Service. 

All  ambulance  calls  in  the  Division  are  dealt  with  by  the  South  Kirkby  Depot,  the 
service  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  who  has  kindly 
supplied  the  f ollowing  information  relating  to  the  South  Kirkby  Depot :- 


Out-Patients 
Admissions 
Discharges 
Transfers 
Accident  Patients 
Total  Fhtients 
Stretcher  Cases 
Sitting  Cases 
Mileage  travelled 

Staff  Details 

Station  Officer 

Driver/Attendants 

Telephonists 

Vehicles 

(e)  Mental  Health  Service . 


23,426 

3,052 

1,756 

598 

463 

29,295 

4,062 

25,233 

224,884 


1 

27 

2 

8 


Details  of  the  new  scheme  for  the  care  of  the  mentally  disordered  were  given  in 
my  report  for  i960  and  the  service  expanded  rapidly  during  1961 . The  second  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  was  appointed  and  it  was  possible  to  take  over  all  the  duties  of  the 
old  Duly  Authorised  Officer  and  considerably  extend  the  scope  of  after-care  for  both 
mentally  ill  and  mentally  subnormal  patients. 


The  County  Council  accepted  my  recommendations  for  extensions  to  the  Hemsworth 
Training  Centre  and  a proposal  to  erect  a new  wing  of  40  places  exclusively  for  adults 
was  included  in  the  estimates  for  1962. 


During  1961  75  new  cases  in  the  mentally  ill  category  and  19  in  the  subnormal 

category  were  referred  for  care. 

The  number  of  patients  under  care  at  31st  December  1 961  were  as  follows:- 


Mentally 
111 . 

- 19- 

Psychopath 
Under  Over 

~]]r~  "tt* 

Subnormal 
Under  Over 
Ijj  ijT" 

Severely 
Subnormal 
Under  Over 

IT  IT 

Totals 

Attending  Training  Centre  - 

- 

17 

12 

14  4 

47 

"Awaiting  entry  thereto 

- 

- 

3 

29 

- 

32 

Receiving  home  visits 

69 

1 

1 

27 

7 9 

114 

Totals 

69 

1 

21 

68 

21  13 

193 

National  Assistance  Act 

1948  (Section  47 )• 

No  case  requiring  action  under  this  Section  arose  in  either  the  Hemsworth  Urban 
or  Rural  Districts  in  1j6l  , 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation* 


(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  1S>6l  was  as  follows 


Age  at  date  of  Vaccination. 

Under  1 

yr.  1-2yrs. 

2-4yrs . 

5-14yrs. 

1 b.yrs . 

& over 

Total 

Primary  vaccination 

86 

22 

16 

12 

24 

160 

Re - va  c c ina t ion 

— 

6 

15 

33 

54 

There  has  been  little  change  in  acceptance  rates  over  the  past  few  years. 
0>)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated  during 
the  year  who  completed  an 

roup.  initial  course  of  2 injections 


Children  bom  1 943-1 961 

1473 

Young  persons  1933  to  1942 

737 

Persons  bom  before  1933 

886 

Total 

3096 

In  addition  4,022  third  'booster'  and  654  fourth  'booster'  injections  were  given 
in  1 961  • 

The  total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1956 
is  as  follows 

2 injections  3 injections  4 injections 

3740  1 81 96  654 

22590 

(c)  B.C.G-.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

(i)  Contact  Scheme. 

Details  of  B.C.G-.  vaccinations  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
undertaken  by  Chest  Physicians  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  are  as  follows : - 

No.  skin  tested. 


122 


No.  negative 

38 


No . va  c c ina t e d 

36 


20  - 


The  age  groups  of  those  vaccinated 
Under  1 year,  1 -5  years . 


were  as  follows :- 
5-15  years.  over  1 5 years . 


Male  5 

Female  if 

Totals  9 


2 

5 

7 


2 

6 

8 


Totals . 

15 

21 

36 


(ii)  Schoolchildren . 

B.C.G-.  vaccination  is  offered  to  all  schoolchildren  in  or  about  their  14th  year* 
Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1961  are  as  follows :- 


Number  offered  tuberculin  testing  and 

vaccination 

977 

if  necessary. 

Number  of  acceptances. 

687 

Percentage  of  acceptances. 

70.3% 

Number  actually  tested. 

61 3 

Results  : Positive 

95 

Negative  512 

Not  ascertained 

6 

Total 

613 

Percentage  positive 

15.4^ 

Number  vaccinated 

512 

(d)  Diphtheria  Immunisations. 

Age  at  31st  December  196I0 
Under  1 year.  1-4  years.  5-14  years.  Totals , 

No.  of  children  who 


completed  a full  course 
of  primary  immunisation 
during  1 961 . 

327 

720 

1188 

2235 

No.  of  children  given 

booster  injections. 

- 

18 

1 666 

1684 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  numbers  accepting  protection  and  this 
has  also  been  reflected  in  the  figures  for  whooping  cough  and  for  tetanus  due  to  the  • 
use  of  triple  vaccine. 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  15  years 
within  the  Division  who  have  been  protected  against  diphtheria. 

Age  at  31  .12.61  . Under  1 yr.  1-4  yrs.  5-9  yrs.  10-1 4 yrs.  Totals . 

Last  course  of  injection 
given  in 

(a)  1957-1961  327  2787  2940  1280  7334 

(b)  1956  or  earlier  - - 709  3845  4554 

(e)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Age  at  final  injection.  No.  of  children  who  completed  a full  course. 


Under  6 months . 

534 

6 months  to  1 year. 

272 

1-2  years. 

106 

2-3  years. 

63 

3-4  years. 

76 

Total 


1051 


- 21 


"Whooping  cough  immunisation  is  only  given  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  4 years 
but  the  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  protected  since  the  scheme  began. 

■Age  at  31  .1 2 <-61  ° Under  1 yr.  1 -4  yrs . 5-9  yrs  . 1 0-1 4 yrs . Totals , 

Totals  327  2842  2133  271  3593 

(f)  Tetanus  Immunisation. 

Injections  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

Children  born  in  years  • •• 

1961  . 1957-60.  1952-56.  1 947-51  . 

Totals  327  728  2074  680 

School  Health  Service. 

(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

During  the  year  3,663  children  were  examined  in  school.  445  were  found  to  have 
defects  requiring  treatment,  156  being  for  defective  vision. 

(b)  Handicapped  Pupils . 

18  children  were  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treatment,  i.e. 
education  which  is  beyond  the  resources  of  the  ordinary  school.  12  children  were 
recommended  for  admission  to  special  schools  for  the  educationally  sub-normal  and  6 to 
special  schools  for  delicate  children. 

(c)  Consultant  Clinics. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Board,  consultant  Eye  and  Orthopaedic 
clinics  specially  arranged  for  children  were  held  regularly  at  the  Hemsworth  Central 
clinic.  62  children  were  seen  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  and  795  at  the  Eye  Clinics. 

Of  the  latter  384  were  prescribed  spectacles. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  a Remedial  exercise  session  is  held 
weekly  and  during  the  year  11  children  made  345  attendances. 

5 children  were  referred  for  Child  Guidance  treatment  to  the  specialist  clinic  at 
Pontefract. 

(d)  Speech  Therapy, 

Our  part  time  speech  therapy  held  1 1 4 sessions  during  the  year,  treating  40  children,, 
9 children  were  discharged,  1 for  non  co-operation,  1 found  unsuitable  for  treatment  and 
7 with  speech  normal  or  improved. 

(e)  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment. 

67  sessions  were  held  during  the  year.  34  children  making  373  attendances. 

(f ) Special  Medical  Examinations. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  school  and  clinic  work,  the  Divisional  Medical  staff 
also  carried  out  42  examinations  of  entrants  to  Training  Colleges  and  1 examination 
under  the  Employment  of  Children  regulations. 

(g)  Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 


Totals . 
3809 


These  are  held  at  clinics  and  schools  throughout  the  division  and  during  the  year 
944  pupils  were  treated  by  the  school  nurses. 

(h)  Infestations  with  Vermin. 


The  school  nurses  carry  out  cleanliness  inspections  in  each  school  at  least  once 
per  term  and  during  1961,  18,917  children  were  thus  examined.  The  508  children  found 
to  be  infested  were  all  cleansed  after  informal  action  by  the  school  nurse. 
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HEMSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL 
REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER  1961. 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

White  Hall, 

HEMS WORTH. 


Madam  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  12th  Annual  Report  in  which 
I review  the  work  of  my  Department  and  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  during  1 961 . 

It  should  be  recorded  at  the  outset  that  your  district  comprised  the  town- 
ships of  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  extended  over  4,163  acres  and  had  a 
population  of  14,430;  that  the  main  industry  was  coal  mining  with  the  majority 
of  the  male  working  population  employed  at  one  or  other  of  the  several  collieries 
in  this  area  of  the  South  Yorkshire  Coalfield. 

As  in  recent  years,  the  Annual  Report  is  divided  into  four  main  sections: - 

(1)  Housing  and  General  Sanitary  Administration. 

(2)  Food  Administration  and  Inspection. 

(3)  Air  Pollution 

(4)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Report  takes  note  of  progress  towards  intended  large  scale  improvements 
to  sewerage  systems,  sewage  works  and  to  the  water  services  of  your  district. 

It  records  the  occupation  of  the  first  maisonette  with  its  living  accommodation  for 
families  separate  at  ground  and  first  floor  levels  and  it  also  notes  the 
introduction  of  the  rear  compression  loading  refuse  collection  vehicle  to  the 
district. 

Some  of  the  information  given  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  other  Departments  of 
the  Council  and  I am  indepted  to  Mr.  Wheater,  my  assistant,  who  has  recorded  much  of 
the  information  shown,  in  addition  to  his  other  more  practical  duties  which  were 
concentrated  more  particularly  on  Food  Hygiene  throughout  1961. 


SECTION 

I. 

1 . HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) 

No.  of  houses 

Average 

within  the 

Person  per 

Urban  District. 

Population. 

House. 

1961 

4267 

14,430 

3.4 

I960 

4200 

14,400 

3.4 

1938 

3022 

12,790 

4.2 

1921 

(formation  of  U.D.C.)  2089 

11,305 

5.4 

(b)  New  Dwellings. 

K'V 

00 

new  dwellings  were  built  and  occupied  during  1 961 : — 

(i) 

For  Council  Tenants. 

Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth,  - 20 

Two  bedroom  bungalows. 

Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth.  - 4 

Three  bedroom 

houses. 

Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth  — 1 6 

Two  bedroom  maisonettes. 

40 


2 


,ii)  For  Private  Ownership. 

Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth. 

- 22 

Bungalows  (Dunk's  Estate) 

Station  Road,  Hemsworth. 

- 15 

Houses  (Lowfield  Lane) , 

Mount  Avenue,  Hemsworth. 

1 

Bungalow. 

Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth. 

- 1 

Bungalow. 

Robin  Lane,  Hemsworth. 

- 2 

Bungalows. 

North  Walk,  Hansworth. 

- 2 

Bungalows. 
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48  were  bungalows,  19  were  houses  and  16  maisonettes. 


The  introduction  of  maisonettes  to  the  district  was  an  innovation  and  it  was 
pleasing  to  the  Council  to  find  that  the  design  and  layout  was  much  appreciated  by 
the  many  people  who  took  the  opportunity  to  inspect  one  furnished  for  demonstration 
purposes  before  an  opening  ceremony  in  April  of  the  year. 

The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  was  still  a matter  for  serious  concern 
during  1961,  as,  indeed,  it  was  throughout  the  Country.  Circular  No.  37/61  from 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  to  local  authorities  advised  that  in 
the  sphere  of  local  authority  house  building  there  had  been  a clear  indication 
during  past  months  of  a growing  pressure  on  building  resources,  of  rising  prices, 
a longer  time  for  completion  of  dwellings  and  a pile  up  of  numbers  either  under 
construction  or  with  tenders  approved  but  not  started.  Local  authorities  in  framing 
proposals  for  1962  were  asked  to  give  priority  only  for:- 

(i)  slum  clearance  work, 

(ii)  accommodation  for  elderly  people,  and 

(iii)  the  rehousing  of  families  living  in  badly  overcrowded 
and  squalid  conditions. 

It  appeared  that  there  was  to  be  no  early  solution  of  the  Council's  housing 
problem. 

* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  considered  schemes  for  the  provision 
of  accommodation  with  communal  facilities  for  aged  persons. 

(c)  Unfit  Houses  Incapable  of  Repair. 

317  houses  were  listed  in  this  category  in  1935  when  the  Council  considered 
5 year  and  15  year  programmes  for  clearance. 

The  5 year  plan  to  deal  with  125  houses  was  virtually  completed  during  1961. 

All  houses  listed  had  been  either  demolished,  closed  or  subjected  to  Demolition 
Orders  by  the  end  of  the  year.  1961  saw  the  following  results: - 

(i)  At  Hemsworth, 


Little  Hemsworth 

- 9 houses 

- Demolished,  site  cleared. 

South  Street 

- 12  houses 

- Awaiting  Demolition  - All  except 
one  occupier  rehoused.  ^ 

Barnsley  Road 

- 8 houses 

- Awaiting  Demolition  - All  occupiers 
rehoused. 

Barn  Cottages 

- 3 houses 

- Two  occupiers  rehoused:  all  houses 
subjected  to  Closing  Orders. 

Vissitt  Lane 

- 4 bungalows 

- Represented:  Demolition  Orders  served. 

Shaftesbury  Terrace 

- 9 houses 

- Represented:  Demolition  Orders  served; 
4 tenants  rehoused  by  the  end  of 

the  year. 
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(ii) 

At  Kinsley. 

New  Street 

New  Street 

- 6 houses  - 

- 12  houses 

Occupiers  rehoused.  Houses  demolished. 

Represented  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

(iii) 

At  Fitzwilliam. 

Bridge  House 

- 1 house 

Occupiers  rehoused;  house  subjected  to 
Closing  Order. 

(York  began  on  the  15 

year  programme. 

7 had  been  demolished  by  the  end  of  I96I 

and.  representations  made  in  respect  of  a further  19  houses.  Progress,  however, 
was  not  as  quick  as  one  had  hoped  and  was  held  in  chock  by  limited  accommodation 
available  for  rehousing  purposes. 

Individual  house  representation  rather  than  clearance  area  procedure  continued 
from  previous  years  due  to  limited  rehousing  sources  but  it  has  brought  steady 
progress  and  has  cleared  the  worst  of  the  old  houses. 


The  15  year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  anticipates  clearance 
by  1970.  It  does  not  follow  that  the  houses  listed  in  1955  will  be  represented  in 
the  order  shown  or  that  all  will  be  represented  and  there  may  bo  deletions  from  and 
additions  to  the  list. 


15  Year  Programme  of  Demolition  submitted  in  1955  was:  - 

No,  of 

Houses  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  I960 

Kinsley. 


1961 


No.  to 
Demolish 
Jan.  1 962 «, 


1-7  & 2-10  Ford  Street. 

9 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

9 

1-39  & 12-44  Bond  Street. 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

35 

13-65  & 38-64  New  Street. 

41 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

(5 

41 

closed) 

1-1 3 & 2-8  King  Street. 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Hemsworth. 

19-22  Little  Hemsworth 

4 

. 

_ , 

— 

4 

1-23  & 2-28  Baylee  Street. 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

26 

1-23  York  Street. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

12 

2-8  Union  Street. 

4 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(1 

4 

closed) 

1 —31  Junction  Street. 

16 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

16 

2-8  & 1 -7  Lilley  Street. 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

8 

1-9  North  View. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5 

3-11  High  Street. 

5 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

5 

10-18  ./estfield  Road. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

5 

'Jest  End  Cottages. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2-6  Church  Cottages. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

24  Barnsley  Road. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vissitt  Cottage. 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vissitt  Bungalows. 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

*— 

(1 

4 

closed) 

192 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

CM 

CT\ 

(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Maintenance. 


Rising  costs  of  repair  vforks  gave  concern  to  all  owners  of  property. 

(i)  Privately  Owned  Houses  on  a weekly  tenancy. 

Excluding  National  Coal  Board  houses,  some  800  houses  within  the  district 
were  held  on  a weekly  tenancy.  This  is  a steadily  diminishing  figure  as  owners 
continued  to  sell  houses  when  tenancies  were  surrendered. 


- 4 - 

Most  of  the  houses  are  of  the  terrace  type,  built  60  and  80  years  ago  and 
comprise  two  bedrooms  at  first  floor  level  with  a living  room  and  scullery  at  ground 
floor. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  facilities  consisted  of  a cold  water  supply  to  a sink 
in  the  scullery  and  7. C , accommodation  sited  in  the  rear  yard.  There  was  no  fixed 
bath  and  no  piped  supply  of  hot  water.  The  rents  were  in  the  region  of  16/=  to  19/= 
a week. 

New  owner/occupiers  however,  invariably  set  to  work  at  once  to  provide  additional 
facilities  and  to  take  advantage  of  financial  assistance  offered  by  the  "Standard 
G-rant  Scheme"  introduced  for  this  very  purpose.  Owners  of  tenanted  houses  generally 
were  not  prepared  to  do  this  work  - mainly  on  financial  grounds  - and  there  were  no 
powers  of  enforcement. 

Owners  were,  of  course,  responsible  for  the  repair  of  their  properties,  and 
where  delays  occurred  some  tenants  made  complaint,  inspection  then  followed  and 
owners  were  notified  informally  to  expedite  repair  works » Often  works  were  found 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  Local  Contractors  who  were  unable  to  give  them  priority  due  to 
pressure  of  other  business.  However,  no  serious  delays  were  experienced  during  the 
year  and  as  all  owners  co-operated  either  by  instructing  Contractors  or  by  undertaking 
the  work  themselves,  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  repair  works  were  not  required. 

14  tenants  of  houses  at  Victor  Street,  Kinsley  made  use  of  the  Rent  Act  1957  and 
asked  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair;  the  owner  failed  to  comply  with  an  undertaking 
to  repair  the  houses  within  six  months  and  rent  of  the  houses  was  then  reduced. 

(ii)  Council  Owned  houses  and  bungalows. 

Maintenance  was  undertaken  by  the  Council's  own  staff  under  the  direction  of  the 
Surveyor,  and  the  department  concerned  worked  under  continual  pressure.  All  the 
houses  and  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council,  with  the  exception  of  a small  number  of 
old  terrace  type  houses  acquired  in  recent  years,  were  provided  with  hot  and  cold 
water  facilities,  a bath  and  internal  W.C.  accommodation. 

Circular  45/61  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was  of 
importance  drawing  attention  to  reports  of  corrosion  in  aluminium  bungalows  throughout 
the  Country  and  making  reference  to  the  100  aluminium  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council. 
Investigations  by  Building  Research  staff  had  shown  that  any  repair  would  be 
nullified  within  10  years  by  corrosion  elsewhere  and  that  a 60  year  life  would 
involve  the  replacement  of  nearly  all  aluminium  structures  at  a cost  comparable  to 
the  provision  of  a new  bungalow.  The  only  solution  appeared  to  be  demolition  and 
site  clearance  and  with  this  in  mine},  a new  layout  plan  for  the  redevelopment  of  the 
site  of  the  bungalows  was  submitted  by  the  Council's  Architects  for  consideration 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

(iii)  National  Coal  Board  Owned  Houses.  (772) 

Maintenance  of  tenanted  National  Coal  Board  houses,  almost  all  of  which  were 
sited  at  Fitzwilliam  and  Kinsley,  was  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  National  Coal 
Board  Housing  Department  centred  at  Fitzwilliam.  Very  few  complaints  were  received 
from  tenants  of  these  houses  and  those  noted  were  given  prompt  attention  by  the 
Fitzwilliam  Office. 

It  was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  National  Coal  Board' s policy  to  improve  its 
houses  continued  by  the  provision  of  fireranges,  hot  and  cold  water  facilities  and 
fixed  baths  where  required. 

The  National  Coal  Board  has  managed  and  maintained  51  houses  at  Kinsley  for  the 
Earl  of  Fitzwilliam'sYTentworth  Estate  Company  for  many  years.  They  advised  that  they 
would  not  continue  the  management  of  the  houses  after  the  31st  December  1961. 

(iv)  Privately  Owned  Dwellings. 

The  development  of  private  estates  at  both  Southmoor  Road  and  Lowfield  Lane  at 
Hemsworth  continued  to  a minor  degree  during  1 961 . 

Maintenance  work  of  all  privately  owned  dwellings  was,  of  course,  the 
responsibility  of  each  individual  owner  but  there  was  concern  about  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  older  houses  listed  within  the  probable  15  year  programme  of  demolition, 
where  owner/occupiers  woro  not  in  a position  to  effeot  satisfactory  repair  works. 
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(e)  Housing  Statistics  - Year  '196']' 


THE  FOLLOWING-  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YELiR  1961  UERE  INCLUDED  IN 
THE  ANNUAL  RETURN  TO  THE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


1. 

2. 


3. 


(a)  Back-to-back 

(b)  Single  back 


No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  district  - 4,267 

No.  of  houses  included  in  above  :- 

- None 
3 

Houses  in  clearance  areas  and  unfit  houses  elsewhere. 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Representations  nade  during  the  year 

(a) 

(b) 


in  Clearance  areas 
individual  unfit  houses 


- None 
28 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


Houses 

Displaced  during  year 

In 

Clearance  Areas. 

Demolished 

Persons. 

FamilieP.' 

(D 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Nil 

_ 

(2) 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

(3) 

arrangement,  etc. 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

Nil 

— 

— 

43(2)  Housing  Act  1957* 

Nil 

- 

- 

Not 

in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4) 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

(5) 

procedure  under  Section  1 7 ( 1 ) 

Housing  Act  1957* 

16 

2 

1 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 

(6) 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

Nil 

_ 

_ 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(7) 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts. 

Nil 

Unfit  houses  included  in 

Unfitness  Orders. 

Nil 

- 

- 

B. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED. 

(8) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  1 7 ( 1 ) and 

(9) 

35(0,  Housing  Act  1957. 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

28 

79 

28 

(10) 

Housing  Act  1957. 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

c. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  'MERE 

REMEDIED. 

By  Owner. 

By  Local  Ai 

ithority 

(11) 

After  informal  action  by  Local 

(12) 

Authority. 

After  formal  notice  under  - 

31 

Nil 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 

5 

Nil 

Acts  1957. 

Nil 

Nil 

(13) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957* 

Nil 

Nil 
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D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act  1957) 


Position  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  separate 

Number  of 

Dwellings  contained 

Houses. 

in  column  ( 1 ) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(1) 

(2) 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  4 6 

Nil 

Nil 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53 

Nil 

Nil 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT . 

Number  of 

Number  of  occupants 

Houses. 

of  houses  in  column  (l 

(0 

(2) 

(l6)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 

purchased  in  the  year. 

Nil 

Nil 

4.  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  (a)  Clearance  areas,  etc,  - 29 

year  into  Council  owned  dwellings  (b)  Overcrowding,  - Nil 

5.  RENT  ACT  1957. 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted  - Nil 

(b)  No,  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs  given  by 

owners  to  the  local  authority  - 5 

(c)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  - Nil 


6.  OVERCROWDING. 


A Survey  would  be  required  to 

ascertain  exact  position  in  the 

district. 

7. 

GRANTS  FOR  CONVERSION  OR  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSING 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Formal 

Number  of 

applications 

applications 

dwellings 

received 
during  year. 

approved 
during  year. 

completed 
during  year 

No.  of 

No.  of 

dwellings. 

dwellings. 

(a) 

CONVERSIONS  * (the  number  of 
dwellings  is  the  number 
resulting  from  completion 
of  the  work). 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b) 

IMPROVEMENTS . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c) 

STANDARD  GRANTS  in  operation 

25 

23 

23 

8.  DETAILS  OF  ADVANCES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
ACQUIRING  OR  CONSTRUCTING-  HOUSES. 
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(f ) Council  House  Tenancies. 

Other  than  by  slum  clearance  transfers  and  approved  exchange  tenancies,  a 
"Points  Scheme"  operated  to  control  new  tenancies  for  the  Council's  houses. 

Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  each  had  separate  Lists  of  applicants.  Tenancies 
were  made  available  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  "points"  position  held  on  each 
separate  list.  This  scheme  has  operated  for  many  years  within  the  district. 

As  in  recent  years,  new  tenants  to  Council  houses  undertook  their  own  removal 
arrangements  and  a fee  of  £1.  Os.  Od,  was  charged,  except  to  aged  persons,  to  meet 
the  cost  of  an  inspection  and  a spray  treatment  of  bedroom  furniture  at  the  Council 
house. 

Inspections  of  the  living  accommodation  of  some  prospective  tenants  were  made 
at  the  request  of  the  Housing  Manager  and  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Housing 
Committee  for  consideration. 

(g)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  for  caravans  within  the  district. 

.is  in  past  years,  a small  site  adjoining  G-rove  Lane,  Hemsworth  was  in  use 
during  winter  months  by  members  of  the  Showmen1 s Guild  who  possessed  a degree  of 
privilege  in  respect  of  the  siting  of  caravans. 

Occasionally,  it  was  noted  that  caravan  dwellers  occupied  roadside  sites 
during  the  course  of  travelling  through  the  district,  but  there  were  no  serious 
problems  associated  with  moveable  dwellings  throughout  the  year. 

(h)  Lodging  House. 

Two  storey  premises  at  Union  Street,  Hemsworth  continued  to  offer  accommodation 
to  men  as  they  have  done  for  many  years.  They  were  registered  for  this  purpose 
as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

accommodation  was  available  at  first  floor  level  for  37  men  in  two  large  and 
two  small  bedrooms;  a large  room  at  ground  floor  level  provided  with  a cooking  stove 
was  used  communally.  The  men  provided  their  own  meals;  they  had  use  of  hot  and  cold 
water  facilities  and  individual  lockers  in  an  adjoining  kitchen,  W.C.  accommodation 
was  sited  in  the  rear  yard  of  the  premises. 

An  average  number  of  men  occupying  beds  in  1961  was  23  and  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  they  were  the  men  who  have  had  accommodation  at  these  premises  for  many 
years.  Perhaps  the  premises  might  better  be  referred  to  as  a "Men’s  Hostel" 
rather  than  a "common  lodging  house". 

The  premises  were  privately  owned.  A caretaker  who  occupied  separate  living 
accommodation  within  the  building  kept  them  in  a clean  condition  throughout  the  year. 

2.  NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  figures  relevant  to  this  heading  and  those  for 
previous  years  are  shown  for  comparison. 


No.  of  inspections  for  nuisances 

1961 

670 

I960 

389 

1939 

620 

1938 

769 

Informal  notices  outstanding  from  previous  year  9 

k 

12 

6 

Nuisances  found 

221 

169 

261 

365 

Nuisances  abated 

216 

177 

258 

322 

No.  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

216 

177 

258 

322 

Statutory  notices  served 

6 

3 

2 

35 

Statutory  notices  outstanding  from  previous 

year  1 

3 

2 

- 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

8 

2 

3 

35 

8 


A wide  variety  of  complaints  concerning  alleged  nuisances  were  noted  and 
investigated,  and  where  there  was  cause  for  action,  the  persons  responsible  for  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  were  approached.  Reports  of  choked  drainage,  rat  or 
mice  infestations,  infestations  by  flies  and  other  insects,  defective  end  dangeroys 
building  structures,  to  mention  but  a few,  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  term 
" a nuisance". 

They  were  invariably  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  the  persons  concerned,  and 
in  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  enforce  the  necessary  action  required  by  legal 
proceedings. 


3.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


(a)  The  following  table  shows  the  position  as 

far  as 

can  be 

ascertained 

the  end  of  1961.  Figures  for  recent  years 

are  shown  For 

comparison: - 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

No.  of  houses  within  the  district 

4267 

4200 

4147 

4099 

No.  of  pedestal  water  closets 

5048 

5028 

4973 

4927 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

4 

4 

5 

No.  of  trough  water  closets 

— 

— 

No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets 

No.  of  privies  with  covered  middens 

5 

13 

13 

13 

or  covered  ashpits 

No.  of  privies  with  open  middens  or 

3 

5 

13 

15 

open  ashpits. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools 

No,  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewage 

47 

43 

39 

39 

disposal  plants 

15 

15 

15 

15 

(b)  Privy  Closets. 

One  privy  closet  was  abolished  during  the  year  leaving  four  in  use  at  the  end 
of  1961.  They  were  sited  at  Royd  Moor,  Kinsley  Green  and  Kinsley  farm.  All  were 
properties  far  removed  from  the  limits  of  the  Council’s  sewers. 

(c)  T/aste  Water  Closets. 

Four  were  in  use  during  the  year,  all  sited  at  Hague  Terrace,  Hemsworth.  A 
peculiar  type  of  accommodation,  they  made  use  of  waste  water  from  the  kitchen  sink 
for  flushing  purposes.  Owners  of  the  properties  were  expected  to  replace  them  by 
the  normal  type  of  accommodation. 

(d)  Cesspools  and  Small  Sewage  Disposal  Plants. 

62  houses  and  bungalows  within  the  district  were  drained  to  either  cesspools 
or  to  small  sewage  disposal  plants,  an  increase  of  4 on  I960  figures.  Some  of 
these  dwellings  have  been  built  in  recent  years,  and  all  were  sited  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  Council’s  sewers. 

The  Council  continued  to  undertake  cesspool  emptying  and  for  this  purpose  a 
mechanical  cesspool  emptier  was  in  regular  service.  Cesspool  contents  were  disposed 
of  on  to  disused  tipping  land  at  Rotherham  Road,  Hemsworth  and  not  into  the  Council 
sewers;  this  was  not  a satisfactory  arrangement. 

It  was  reported  last  year  that  many  cesspools,  particularly  in  Robin  Lane, 
Hemsworth,  admitted  surface  water  readily,  and  that  as  a result,  there  was  a 
continual  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Council's  cesspool  emptier.  It  is, 
pleasing  to  record  in  this  report  that  the  Council  gave  consideration  during  1961 
to  the  sewering  of  Robin  Lane,  and  instructed  Consultant  Engineers  to  draw  up  a 
detailed  scheme  and  to  invite  tenders  for  this  work.  21  cesspools  and  small  sewage 
disposal  plants  would  be  eliminated  by  the  provision  of  a sewer  which  would  also 
require  pumping  equipment  to  discharge  the  effluent  to  the  Council's  sewer  some  800 
yards  away. 
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Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  sewering  of  the  Station  Road,  Pontefract 
Road  and  Royd  Moor  areas  of  the  Hemsworth  district  in  the  overall  scheme  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works;  the  provision  of  a sewer  in  these  areas 
would  eliminate  a further  21  cesspools. 

The  cost  of  emptying  cesspools  during  1 96 1 and  comparative  costs  for  previous 
years  were  as  follows 


Year  ending  31 st 

March 

1962 

£1374. 

Is. 

6d. 

11 

ft 

1961 

£991. 

6s. 

8d. 

It 

ft 

i960 

£889. 

13s, 

Od. 

II 

it 

1939 

£1130. 

15s. 

Id. 

tl 

n 

1958 

£1034. 

13s. 

Od. 

(e)  Public  Conveniences. 

There  was  accommodation  at  Fitzwilliam,  Kinsley  and  Hemsworth  and  unfortunately 
each  was  subjected  to  misuse. 

This  was  a problem  facing  most  local  authorities  during  19 6l  and  wilful  damage 
was  not  confined  to  public  conveniences  only. 

A demand  for  public  conveniences  at  Cross  Hill,  Hemsworth  continued.  This 

area  has  been  explored  during  past  years  for  a suitable  site  without  success  and  the 
subject  was  pursued  during  1961,  again,  with  little  result  despite  visits  of  inspection 
and  much  investigation. 

Old  and  generally  insanitary  accommodation  sited  on  Church  Hill,  adjoining 
fostfield  Road,  Hemsworth  continued  in  use. 

The  ever  increasing  motoring  public  made  much  use  of  the  "lay-by"  in  the 
Pontefract  Road  area  for  a temporary  halt  where,  as  was  usual  with  a "lay-by", 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation  was  not  available, 

(f ) Drainage  - G-eneral  Position. 

Sewage  .forks  at  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  gave  treatment  to  drainage 
from  all  premises  except  those  served  by  cesspools  and  snail  sewage  disposal  plants. 

As  there  have  been  no  major  improvements  or  enlargements  to  any  of  the  three  works 
during  and  since  the  extensive  house  building  programme  which  began-  after  the  last  war, 
overloading  has  occurred  and  the  position  made  serious  in  this  respect  particularly 
at  Hemsworth.  Plans  to  meet  the  situation  in  recent  years  have  met  with  delay: 
however,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  investigation  in  1 9&0  was 
followed  in  January  I96I  by  further  consultations  between  Ministry  and  Council 
representatives  and  the  Council's  decision  to  accept  the  Ministry's  suggestion  to 
close  down  the  Kinsley  '(forks  and  to  further  enlarge  the  Hemsworth  Works  to  serve 
both  areas. 

A scheme  prepared  by  Consultant  Engineers  during  1961  was  accepted  for  - 

(i)  The  enlargement  of  the  Grove  Lane  Sewage  .forks  including  provisions  to  deal 

with  sewage  from  Kinsley, 

(ii)  The  closure  of  the  Kinsley  Works  and  the  laying  of  a sewer  from  Kinsley  to 

link  with  Hemsv/orth  Sewage  ’’forks  including  any  necessary  pumping  and 
ancillary  arrangements  together  with  the  sewering  of  Station  Road  and  Royd 
Moor  areas  of  Hemsworth  where  required. 

The  estimated  cost  was  £168,100.  Application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  approval  of  the  scheme  was  the  final  step  undertaken  in  1 96 1 . 

4.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  A piped  supply  of  towns  water  was  available  to  every  house  within  the  Urban 
District.  Water  was  obtained  from  Barnsley  Corporation  supplies  and  distributed 
by  the  Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Committee.  It  was  almost  all  an  upland  supply  and 
was  comparatively  soft  by  nature.  It  contained  some  borehole  w<2-ter  and  it  was 
understood  that  more  would  be  added  to  future  supplies  to  give '^progressively  harder 
supply  for  future  years. 
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A shortage  of  water  continued  at  the  higher  reaches  of  the  district, 
particularly  noticeable  at  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam.  To  improve  matters,  the 
Joint  vlater  Committee  undertook  the  scraping  of  the  main  between  Hemsworth  and 
Fitzwilliam  early  in  , It  was  known,  however,  that  the  supply  position  at 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  would  not  be  satisfactory  until  an  additional  water  main 
was  laid  to  those  areas. 

The  provision  of  an  8"  water  main  from  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth  to 
Fitzwilliam  would  apparently  meet  the  situation,  and  the  Council  pursued  this 
matter  during  the  year,  accepting  a tender  for  the  new  main  and  other  extensions 
subject  to  Ministry  approval  and  making  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  a loan  to  meet  the  estimated  costs  involved. 

Reports  were  made  of  insufficient  water  supplies  to  the  Royd  Moor  area  and 
the  Joint  ¥ater  Committee  undertook  to  renew  a 2"  water  main  to  serve  Wilby  Farm, 

Royd  Moor  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £350. 

There  were  no  adverse  reports  concerning  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  which 
was  under  constant  surveillance  by  the  Barnsley  Waterworks  Department  and  routine 
water  sampling  was  not  undertaken  locally.  However,  water  from  storage  tanks 
provided  at  Moorshutt  Road  School,  Hemsworth  was  sampled  in  July  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  future  of  the  Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Board  Undertaking  concerned  the 
Council  during  the  year  and  they  raised  no  objection  to  an  order  proposed  to  be 
made  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  its  transfer  to  and 
vesting  in  Barnsley  Corporation.  A Public  Inquiry  v/as  undertaken  by  the  Ministry 
in  May  1961  and  the  Council  were  later  notified  of  the  Minister's  decision  to 
transfer  the  Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Board  Undertaking  to  the  Barnsley  Corporation. 
Ultimately,  the  Council  were  advised  that  the  Barnsley  Water  Order  19&1  operated 
from  the  27th  September  19&1. 

The  Barnsley  Corporation  Water  Board  will  be  responsible  in  future  years. 

In  addition  to  Pennine  sources  and  deep  borehole  supplies  a project  for  the 
extraction  of  water  from  the  Yorkshire  River  Derwent  is  designed  to  meet  foreseeable 
future  water  requirements. 

5 . RATS  AND  MICE  CONTROL. 

(a)  Only  22  infestations  of  any  note  were  reported  or  found  during  the  year, 
continuing  the  trend  towards  a reduced  incidence  of  infestations  in  recent  years. 

All  were  minor  infestations  eliminated  by  the  use  of  oatmeal  and  warfarin  poison. 

Where  infestations  had  any  possible  association  'with  adjoining  drainage,  test 
baiting  of  associated  drains  and  sewers  was  carried  out. 

A man  was  employed  to  deal  with  infestations  but  as  in  recent  years,  the  demand 
for  his  services  was  rarely  full  time. 

The  main  problem  of  rodent  control  was  found  to  be  to  attempt  to  deal  usefully 
with  the  complaint  about  the  odd  rat. 

Inspections  v/ere  made  regularly  of  the  more  likely  sources  of  infestations, 
farms,  allotments,  piggeries,  sewage  works  and  the  Council's  refuse  tip  and  test 
baiting  was  undertaken.  Several  farmers  were  noted  to  have  a rodent  control  service 
contract  with  a small  business  firm  operating  from  outside  the  district;  the  methods 
of  control  operated  by  the  contractor  were  satisfactory, 

(b)  Sewer  Control. 

The  sewers  and  drains  of  the  district  were  not  a knovm  source  of  infestation 
due,  no  doubt,  to  sewer  control  treatments  in  recent  years. 

(c)  Threshing  of  Ricks. 

As  in  past  years,  contractors  v/ere  required  to  fence  round  ricks  during  threshing 
operations  to  prevent  the  escape  of  rats  and  mice.  Inspections  were  made  for  this 
purpose  during  threshing  operations.  Again,  very  few  infestations  v/ere  noted. 
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(d)  Barnsley  and  District  'Workable  Area  Committee, 


The  Council  continued  its  representation  on  the  Barnsley  and  District  Workable 
Area  Committee  which  was  set  up  many  years  ago  to  discuss  rodent  control  problems 
and  to  obtain  expert  advice  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  offices  engaged  on 
research  work. 


(e) 


Rodent  Control  Costs. 

Year  ending  31 st  March 
Year  ending  31 st  March 
Year  ending  31st  March 
Year  ending  31 st  March 


£. 

s.  d. 

1962 

- 340. 

12.  5. 

1961 

- 330. 

9.  1. 

i960 

• 

CO 

C\J 

t 

3.  9. 

1959 

- 162. 

3.  3. 

6,  FACTORIES. 


(a)  30  factories  were  registered  within  the  district.  27  premises  were  classified 

as  having  mechanical  power  for  the  processes  involved  and  a further  9 as  factories 
without  mechanical  power  other  than  for  lighting  and  heating  purposes.  Two 
building  sites  completed  the  list.  All  were  subjected  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Factories  Acts  1937  and  1959  which  placed  duties  on  local  authorities  relative  to 
the  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary  accommodation  available  for  the  use  of 
employees  and  to  the  general  standards  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises  used. 


106  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factory  premises  during  1951. 

All  were  premises  subjected  to  inspection  by  the  Factory  Inspector  centred  at 
Wakefield  with  whom  a limited  liason  was  kept. 


~ 

Premises 

No,  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 -6  of  the 
Factories  Act  1937 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authority 
i.e.  factories  with 
no  mechanical  power. 

9 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1 to  which  Section 

7 applies  (sanitary 
accommodation)  i.e. 
factories  with 
mechanical  power. 

27 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act,  i.e.  Works 
of  building,  etc. 

l 

2 



k 

Nil 



Nil 

Sections  1-7  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  refer  to  cleanliness,  ventilation, 
drainage  of  floors  and  sanitary  conveniences  respectively. 
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Particulars  of  cases  in  -which  defects  were  found: - 


1 

Found 

— — 

Remedied 

1.  YFant  of  cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

2,  Insufficient  sanitary 

conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Unsuitable  or  defective 

sanitary  conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

4.  Sanitary  conveniences  not 

separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

OUTWORK  - Section  110  and  111, 

(Outwork  being  undertaken  at  dwell inghouses 
on  behalf  of  factory  premises) 

7.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES, 

Investigations  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  into 
case  histories  of  certain  notifiable  diseases,  e.g.  scarlet  fever  and  dysentery. 

8 . PETROLEUM  S TORACS . 


14  premises  were  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  from  the  1st  January  19&1, 
and  required  control  in  accordance  with  the  Petrole'im  Acts  and  Regulations, 

No  premises  were  recommended  for  an  annual  renewal  of  licence  until  an  inspection 
had  been  made  and  a satisfactory  report  received  from  the  County  Fire  Service  with 
whose  fire  prevention  section  a close  working  arrangement  was  maintained. 
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SECTION  II. 

1 • FOOD  ADMINISTRATION  AND  INSPECTION, 

(a)  Inspections,  re -inspections  and  yet  more  inspections  of  food  shops, 
travelling  food  shops  and  food  preparation  premises,  together  with  a personal 
approach  to  all  food  handlers  have  never  been  possible  on  the  necessary  scale 
within  your  district  until  this  year.  It  is,  therefore,  with  some  pleasure  that 
I record  this  work  was  undertaken  with,  I believe,  some  measure  of  success  by  way 
of  an  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of  food  hygiene,  Mr,  Uheater,  my 
Assistant,  was  seconded  to  these  duties  and  was  able  to  give  them  considerable 
attention  throughout  the  year, 

(b)  Meat  Inspection  Tfork. 

This  was  a more  specialised  service  requiring  the  inspection  of  all  carcases 
and  organs  of  cattle,  pigs,  sheep  and  calves  slaughtered  at  the  four  licensed 
slaughterhouses  within  the  district.  It  was  a necessary  service  as  animals 
slaughtered  are  prone  to  disease,  injury  and  parasitical  conditions  and  the  rejection 
of  unsound  meat  and  offal  was,  to  say  the  least,  desirable. 

Inspections  undertaken  at  the  slaughterhouses  followed  a routine  pattern 
involving  both  a visual  inspection  of  each  carcass  and  assorted  organs,  and  a series 
of  incisions  into  each  organ  and  associated  glands  before  judgement  as  to  fitness 
for  human  consumption. 

This  work  was  undertaken  soon  after  slaughter,  not  the  least  reason  being  a 
desire  to  avoid  restricting  the  work  of  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  the  disposal 
of  meat.  As  slaughtering  work  regularly  extended  to  evening  hours  and  to  week- 
ends, meat  inspection  duties were  required  outside  the  usual  office  hours  to  give  a 
100$  inspection  service. 

One  slaughterhouse  was  in  daily  use  and  conducted  a large  scale  wholesaling 
and  retail  business  sending  out  carcass  meat  to  a large  number  of  shops  in  adjoining 
towns.  The  other  three  were  in  limited  use,  supplying  in  the  main  the  demands  of 
the  individual  owner's  retail  business. 

In  total,  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  at  the  four  slaughterhouses 
was  about  three  times  higher  than  the  national  average  for  an  Urban  District  of  the 
same  population.  A scheme  for  compensation  payable  to  Local  Authorities  faced  with 
the  problem  of  inspecting  meat  some  of  which  was  to  be  sold  outside  their  own 
districts  was  applicable  to  Hemsworth. 

The  quality  of  animal  slaughtered  was  good,  local  butchers  taking  a pride  in 
this  matter  and  as  animal  health  has  continued  to  improve,  butchers  had  little  fear 
of  losing  any  animal  on  post  mortem  inspection.  Tuberculosis,  the  scourge  of  cattle 
and  pigs  in  past  years,  was  virtually  non-existent  in  1961  and  will  be  remarkable 
only  for  its  presence  in  future  years. 

The  figures  of  other  condemnations  in  this  report,  however,  show  a considerable 
wastage  to  the  trade  due  mainly  to  parasitical  conditions;  beast  livers  and  sheep 
lungs  were  particularly  prone  to  damage  by  parasites. 


The  following  information  is  relevant  to  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption  during  1961  at  the  four  slaughterhouses  within  your  district;- 


Location  of  Slaughterhouse 

Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

1 . Market  Street,  Hemsworth 

2936 

2255 

8138 

- 

2.  King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth 

284 

426 

535 

- 

3.  Springfield  Villa,  Hemsworth 

141 

205 

306 

- 

4.  Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth 

260 

202 

348 

2 

3621 

3088 

9347 

2 

— 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 



Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed. 

2745 

876 

2 

9347 

3088 

No.  of  animals  inspected. 

2745 

876 

2 

9347 

3088 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: - 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

865 

310 

- 

1780 

367 

# number  inspected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

31.555 

35.4# 

- 

19.00# 

11.56# 

Tuberculosis  only:- 

• 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

1 

- 

- 

26 

# number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

.1# 

.1# 

- 

- 

.84# 

C.ysticercosis  only:- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

48 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Carcasses  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

- 

% 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

- 

i 

c 

# number  inspected  affected 
with  cysticercosis 

1.39# 

.45# 

- 

- 

- 

Among  the  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  1961  were 
the  following: - 


Cattle. 


- 

Whole  carcasses  and  all  organs 

- 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 

- 

Part  hindquarter 

- 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

- 

Forequarters 

- 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

- 

Part  forequarters 

— 

Localised  tuberculosis. 

49 

Heads 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Abscesses, 
Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis. 

11 

Tongues 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Abscesses, 
Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis. 

475 

Livers 

— 

Cirrhosis,  Abscesses, 
Tuberculosis,  etc. 

Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action) 

502 

Part  livers 

— 

379 

Lungs 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Parasitic, 
Inflammation,  etc. 

97 

Udders 

— 

Inflammation. 

36 

Hearts 

- 

Inflammation,  C.  Bovis. 

15 


Pias. 


2>;- 

Heads 

- 

7 

Plucks 

- 

2^5 

Lungs 

- 

18 

Livers 

- 

Sheep, 

1187 

Lungs 

— 

10 

Livers 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Inflammation,  tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis. 


Parasitic,  Abscesses,  Inflammation. 
Parasitic. 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  approximately 
7 tons  18  cwts.  of  which  1.9$  was  due  to  tuberculosis. 

(c)  Disposal  of  Unsound  Meat  and  Offals. 

The  disposal  of  unsound  meat  and  offals  was  undertaken  by  contracting  firms 
from  either  Pontefract  or  Doncaster.  What  might  easily  have  been  a serious  local 
disposal  problem  was  turned  to  small  financial  account  by  the  owners  of  the 
. slaughterhouses.  Condemned  meat  and  offal  required  to  be  stained  to  prevent  misuse. 

(d)  Meat  Distribution  to  Butchers  Shops. 

Meat  distribution  to  butchers  shops  by  the  wholesaling  firm  from  its 
slaughterhouse  was  a matter  for  attention,  not  the  least  reason  because  of  deliveries 
to  shops  in  adjoining  towns.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  management  concerned 
gave  it  the  attention  it  deserved  and  the  delivery  vans  were  a model  of  their  type. 

(e)  Slaughterhouses , 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  were  advised  in  19&0  that  there 
were  four  premises  within  your  district  in  use  as  slaughterhouses  whose  owners  were 
anxious  to  keep  them  in  use  and  'who  were  prepared  to  meet  the  stringent  requirements 
of  new  legislation.  It  had  been  agreed  that  the  four  premises  would  comply  with 
new  legislation  by  the  1st  April  1961. 

All  premises  were  duly  licensed  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  department 
concerned. 

One  of  the  more  important  improvements  was  the  installation  of  a stunning  pen  for 
cattle  to  each  slaughterhouse;  it  allowed  a far  better  control  of  the  animal  than 
■fever  before  and  enabled  the  animal  to  be  stunned  with  the  minimum  of  effort  and 
discomfort. 

All  four  slaughterhouses  were  well  managed  and  no  nuisance  was  apparent  by  their 

use  throughout  the  year, 

(f)  Food  Hy  giene . 

Every  food  shop  and  food  preparation  room  within  the  district  was  subjected  to 
inspection  at  least  quarterly  during  1961 , and  where  contraventions  of  the  Hygiene 
Regulations  were  noted,  there  were  more  visits  of  inspection  until  requirements  were 
met.  All  were  aimed  at  achieving  a higher  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  food. 

Travelling  food  shops  required  registration  by  the  Council  by  the  provision  of 
•the  lest  Riding  (General  Powers)  Act  1951*  They  were  given  a good  share  of  the 
attention  paid  to  food  hygiene  during  19^1  and  few  vans,  if  any,  went  without 
, inspection. 

The  application  of  much  the  same  standard  of  fittings  for  vans  by  neighbouring 
authorities  in  South  Yorkshire  has  be^n  useful  to  both  traders  and  authorities  alike. 

It  was,  however,  surprising  to  nott/liow  much  trouble  some  owners  would  go  to  fit  vans 
with  washing  facilities  only  to  ruin  the  whole  object  by  "forgetting"  to  fill  up  with 
water  before  setting  out  on  the  retail  round.  The  washing  of  hands  after  the  handling 
of  dirty  objects  or  even  after  using  the  .7.C,  docs  not  yet  appear  to  be  a routine 
sequence  of  events  for  everybody  and  when  it  is,  a major  step  forward  will  have  been 
taken  in  food  hygiene. 
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(g)  Food  Contamination, 

There  were  only  two  reported  instances  of  contamination  during  the  year  in 
contravention  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1957,  though  no  doubt  there  were  instances  , 
where  the  custoner  took  no  action  other  than  returning  the  food  to  the  place  of 
purchase.  , 

The  first  concerned  a package  of  baby  food  contaminated  by  the  spider  beetle 
and  the  second  concerned  a punctured  tin  of  corned  beef  found  to  be  mould  affected. 

In  both  instances,  after  consideration,  the  Council  issued  ’warnings  to  the  persons 
responsible. 

(h)  Shops  Act  1950  - Section  38. 

The  physical  comfort  of  the  shop  worker  was  within  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
Inspections  and  thermometer  tests  showed  the  temperature  of  some  shops  on  cold 
days  to  be  far  too  low.  A temperature  of  38°F  was  recorded  at  one  shop  and  there 
were  others  with  temperatures  between  40° F and  50°F.  More  attention  was  being  given 
to  this  matter  as  the  year  ended.  The  surprising  feature  was  that  some  shop  workers 
seemed  reluctant  to  make  complaint,  having  accepted  unpleasantly  cold  conditions  as  „ 
part  of  a shop  worker's  life  in  the  winter  time. 

(i)  Milk  Production  and  Sale. 

There  were  two  small  farm  bottling  dairies  controlled  by  the  appropriate 
department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  but  by  far  the  majority  of  milk  retailed 
was  sold  bottled  by  one  or  other  of  the  Dairy  firms  operating  from  large  adjoining 
towns.  There  was  a choice  of  "Pasteurised" , "Tuberculin  Tested  Raw"  and 
"Sterilised"  milks  which  ?;ere  delivered  to  the  customer  by  roundsmen  working  from 
either  electrically  driven  or  petrol  driven  vans. 

No  complaint  or  report  about  the  cleanliness  of  milk  or  milk  bottles  was  made 
during  the  year. 

The  recent  innovation  of  the  6d.  slot  machine  offering  a supply  of  refrigerated 
milk  within  a waxed  carton  continued  at  two  points  within  the  district.  It  was 
milk  produced  and  cartoned  at  a Nostellfarm  and  brought  out  daily  to  the  two 
machines.  Unfortunately,  the  machines  suffered  damage  from  time  to  time. 

( j ) Ice  Cream. 

37  shops  offered  wrapped  ice-cream  for  sale  from  refrigerated  containers  and 
none  of  this  supply  was  manufactured  within  your  district. 

Motor  vans  retailed  wrapped  and  loose  ice-cream  at  all  seasons  and  with 
considerable  persistence.  The  ringing  of  chimes  or  the  blowing  of  horns  heralding 
the  approach  of  a van  were  no  doubt  effective  means  of  identification  but  they  were 
often  a source  of  irritation. 

All  the  vans  were  registered  and  subjected  to  inspection.  Again  none  of  the 
ice-cream  was  manufactured  within  your  district.  Sampling  was  not  undertaken  for 
standards  of  cleanliness  as  this  was  carried  out  at  the  source  of  manufacture  by  the 
Local  Authorities  concerned. 
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SECTION  III. 

1.  AIR  POLLUTION. 

« 

(a)  1961  was  the  fifth  year  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  introduced  to  "clear  up  the  aerial 

sewage  of  our  industrial  civilisation",  but  it  was  not  a year  of  much  progress  in 
this  respect  within  your  district. 

Almost  every  household  burnt  coal  on  open  grates  and  discharged  smoke  at  a low 
level.  There  was  pollution  continually  in  the  Fitzwilliam  area  from  the  operation 
of  the  large  Coke  Oven  Norks  and  by  National  Coal  Board  locomotives  and  at 
Hemsworth,  the  Brickworks  added  a quota  of  black  smoke  and  grit  at  frequent  periods 
daily.  The  sum  total  of  contamination  by  smoke,  grit  and  fumes  was  impossible  to 
assess  by  way  of  injury  to  health  and  to  vegetation,  in  its  unpleasantness  especially 
in  winter  months  and  in  the  cost  in  temper,  soap  and  extra  w ork  involved  by  the  local 
housewife,  but  it  needed  little  imagination  to  realise  that  it  must  have  been 
appreciable. 

It  was  not  a local  problem,  all  coal  mining  areas  faced  it  during  19^1  and 
though  industrial  sources  of  nuisance  were  tacked  with  varying  degrees  of  success, 
few  authorities  tickled  the  problem  of  the  household  chimney  which, perhaps  to  the 
surprise  of  some  people  and  disbelief  of  others  was  considered,  in  aggregate, 
responsible  for  more  than  50 % of  air  pollution.  Consequently,  smoke  control  areas 
as  envisaged  by  the  Clean  Air  Act  were  not  being  enthusiastically  envisaged  by  most 
Local  Authorities  in  South  Yorkshire  during  19&1.  I feel  that  much,  very  much  more 
information  on  the  use  and  benefits  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  must  be  disseminated 
before  any  real  progress  can  be  made  towards  a cleaner  atmosphere. 

The  battery  of  Coke  Ovens  at  Fitzwilliam  sited  almost  alongside  house  property 
and  within  300  yards  of  two  Kinsley  Schools  was  an  inevitable  source  of  nuisance  and 
oddly  enough,  some  of  its  products  were  smokeless  fuels.  There  was  one  "shut  down" 
of  the  works  for  a few  hours  during  the  year  to  deal  with  urgent  repair  works,  and, 
as  was  unavoidable,  all  products  of  combustion  from  the  coal  in  the  ovens  were 
discharged  to  the  atmosphere.  Fortunately  the  management  was  able  to  time  the 
"shut  down"  to  a favourable  wind  direction.  The  alkali,  etc.  -forks  Inspector  from 
Sheffield  had  these  premises  under  his  supervision  throughout  the  year. 

Although  there  was  a certain  inevitability  about  pollution  from  the  Coke  Oven 
Battery  there  was  little  excuse  for  the  mass  of  black  smoke  thrown  out  persistently 
by  National  Coal  Board  locomotives  operating  in  the  Fitzwilliam  area.  Here  was  a 
source  of  pollution  which  should  have  been  abated  in  recent  years  but  which  was 
continuing  into  19^2,  with  no  prespect  of  abatement. 

The  Brickworks  chimney  at  Hemsworth  is  some  170’  high  and  black  smoke  emissions 
were  readily  noticeable.  The  works  could  operate  without  creating  a continual  pall 
of  black  smoke,  as  was  usually  demonstrated  whenever  a complaint  was  made  to  the 
management.  The  co-operation  of  the  stoking  staff  at  the  works  was  the  necessary 

factor. 

Previous  reports  have  usually  made  reference  to  black  smoke  emissions  from  the 
Southmoor  Hospital  Laundry  Chimney.  This  report,  however,  records  that  a new 
installation  of  Economic  type  boilers  came  into  service  during  May  and  that  smoke 

nuisance  from  these  premises  was  elimited. 

(b)  Measurement  of  Air  Pollution. 

Amounts  of  sootfall  per  square  mile  have  been  measured  monthly  at  Vale  Head 
Park,  Hemsworth  in  past  years  and  they  were  continued  by  the  Council  in  19&1, 
when  the  He st  Riding  County  Council  offered  the  equipment  at  a nominal  cost. 

The  following  figures  are  shown  of  sootfall  readings  at  Vale  Head  Park.  There 
appears  to  be  little  consistency  in  the  monthly  figures  although  the  annual  totals 
are  reasonably  steady. 
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Sootfall  readings 

- Vale  Head  Park. 

Tons  per 

square  mile 

1961. 

I960, 

1959. 

1958. 

1957. 

J anuary 

10.87 

11.57 

11.87 

11.41 

10.25 

February 

5.21 

12.07 

5.84 

11.14 

14.11 

March 

12.41 

9.00 

11.84 

9.37 

8.20 

April 

13.14 

12.47 

12.71 

7.50 

12.79 

May 

10,27 

7.14 

16.88 

12.51 

14.25 

June 

9.64 

8.64 

11.34 

14.01 

17.65 

July 

12.84 

13.54 

9.17 

15.84 

23.77 

August 

17.01 

9.90 

8.70 

10.54 

15.64 

September 

14.11 

14.47 

8.04 

10.57 

9.90 

October 

13.37 

12.44 

7.74 

11.37 

10.15 

November 

8.63 

21.54 

10.01 

10.81 

Bowl 

Broken 

December 

7.47 

13.84 

10.24 

11.54 

8.40 

134.97 

146.62 

124.38 

136.61 

145.11  for 

11  months. 

Daily  measurement  of  air  pollution  by  means  of  volumetric  air  filter  were 
undertaken  at  the  offices  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsv/orth. 
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SECTION  IV. 

« 1 • REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

(a)  The  district's  refuse  was  used  to  raise  the  level  of  a field  at  Pontefract  Road 
during  the  year.  Used  in  layers  4*  to  6'  in  depth  and  15  yards  wide,  levelled 
and  covered  to  prevent  nuisance  by  wind,  blown  paper  and  dust,  fires  and  rats,  a 
satisfactory  disposal  was  achieved.  Soil  from  the  flooded  level  of  the  field  was 
excavated  and  stored  in  advance  of  tipping  and  as  the  tip  progressed,  soil  was  relaid 
at  the  new  level.  The  owner  of  the  field  welcomed  the  work  as  eventually  a 10  acre 
field  will  be  returned  to  good  use.  It  was,  of  course,  important  to  the  Council 
that  they  should  have  so  ready  an  outlet  for  refuse  and  that  there  were  other  sites 
available  to  meet  the  requirments  of  the  next  few  years.  The  Pontefract  Road  site 
was  not  expected  to  be  completed  before  19&5  an^-  there  were  tipping  spaces 
earmarked  at  Hemsworth  Brickworks  and  at  Vale  Head  Park,  Hemsworth. 

Refuse  was  collected  weekly  from  households  and  other  premises.  Three  vehicles 
were  used  for  this  purpose  during  most  of  the  year  and  all  were  side  loading  vehicles 
with  at  least  10  years  service. 

As  a replacement  for  tho  oldest  refuse  vehicle  became  a necessity  during  the 
year,  it  was  decided  to  take  a careful  look  at  the  refuse  collection  service  to  assess 
its  future  requirements  and  to  decide  new  vehicle  replacements. 

It  7/as  thought  that  the  refuse  vehicle  for  immediate  and  future  local  n^eds 
should  among  other  things  be  capable  of  - 

(a)  compressing  refuse  during  collections  to  reduce  the  number  of 

journeys  to  the  refuse  tip, 

(b)  negotiating  narrow  streets  and 

(c)  possess  crev/  cab  facilities  for  up  to  seven  men, 

were 

These  requirement^ met  in  the  purchase  of  an  "Eagle  Compressmore"  12/20  cubic 
yard  rear  loading  vehicle  mounted  on  a Ford  chassis  at  a cost  of  £2,200.  The  12/20 
term  meaning  that  up  to  20  cubic  yards  of  refuse  could  be  contained  in  a refuse 
vehicle  of  12  cubic  yards  by  compression. 

A scheme  of  re-organisation  ?/as  submitted,  discussions  ?/ere  held  with  the 
Council's  refuse  collecting  staff  and  the  outcome  was  a division  of  the  district  into 
• two  refuse  rounds  as  against  three  earlier  in  the  year  and  four  in  previous  years. 

The  oldest  vehicle  'was  scrapped,  the  larger  of  the  two  remaining  side  loading  vehicles 
was  put  to  work  with  four  men  on  one  refuse  round  and  the  nev/  "Compressmore"  v/ith  five 
men  on  the  other.  The  smaller  side  loading  vehicle  was  held  in  reserve  and  used 
each  Monday  and  Thursday  for  waste  paper  collections  from  shops. 

Ultimately,  both  refuse  rounds  v/ill  be  served  by  compression  rear  loading  vehicles 
capable  of  meeting  the  anticipated  expansion  of  the  district's  refuse  collection 
services  to  deal  v/ith  new  housing  projects. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  many  local  authorities  v/ere  giving  consideration 
to  the  use  of  paper  sacks  for  refuse  storage  as  a replacement  for  the  much  heavier 
dustbin.  Lighter  refuse  has  encouraged  the  introduction  of  sacks  fitted  to  a permanen 
holder,  and  renewed  weekly.  Several  pilot  schemes  were  operating  in  19^1,  although 
I was  not  av/are  of  any  in  a coal  mining  area  where  refuse  tended  to  be  heavier  than 
i in  most  areas. 
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(b)  The  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March  1962  is  shown  in  comparison  with  costs  of  recent  years. 


1961/62.  1960/61.  1959/60. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

-P  <3 

d. 

<£.  s.  d. 

1. 

wages 

6659. 

17. 

6. 

5883.  14. 

6. 

5303.  4.  1 . 

2. 

Materials,  Protective 

Clothing,  etc. 

357. 

1. 

5. 

420.  11. 

5. 

299.  7.  8. 

3. 

Diesel  Fuel,  Petrol. 

364. 

3. 

9. 

462.  6. 

9. 

590.  12.  2. 

4* 

Repairs,  Insurance 

and  Licences. 

479. 

8. 

8. 

967.  19. 

1. 

971.  5.  3. 

5. 

Use  of  Cesspool 

convertible  refuse 
collector. 

386. 

10. 

4. 

560.  15. 

1. 

561.  7.  5. 

6. 

Use  of  Earth  moving 

equipment  tractor. 

414. 

7. 

5. 

550.  2. 

9. 

122.  12.  11. 

8661. 

9. 

1. 

8845.  9. 

7. 

7848.  9.  6. 

(c)  Salvage . 

A point  for  criticism  of  controlled  tipping  of  refuse  was  that  much  salvageable 
material  was  lost.  However,  salvage  work  entails  additional  labour  costs  and  the 
market  outlet  has  been  too  insecure  for  many  years  to  allow  for  expansion.  Clean 
waste  paper  has  been  salvaged  from  the  refuse  rounds  in  varying  quantities  since  1940 
depending  upon  market  demand.  There  was  a demand  in  1961  and  1 cwt.  paper  bales 
were  made  and  sold  from  the  Southmoor  do ad  Depot  at  Hemsworth. 

Since  1940,  disposal  of  paper  has  been  to  a Bradford  merchant,  but  the 
arrangement  was  altered  during  1961  and  sales  were  made  to  Thames  Board  Mills  at 
Harrington,  To  encourage  an  increased  paper  salvage  from  refuse  it  was  agreed  witl^ 
the  Council’s  refuse  collectors  that  they  should  take  one-third  of  all  receipts  for 
waste  paper  as  a bonus  payment. 


Sales 

during  1961  and 

in 

recent  years  were:- 

Year. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Average  per  ton. 

Total  Receipt 

£. 

s. 

d. 

<£  # s* 

d. 

1961 

45. 

2. 

0. 

8. 

0. 

0. 

368.  12. 

11. 

I960 

59. 

12. 

1. 

6. 

10. 

0. 

387.  9. 

0. 

1959 

62. 

3. 

0. 

6. 

10. 

0. 

403.  19. 

5. 

1958 

57. 

4. 

1. 

6. 

10. 

0. 

371.  14. 

10. 

1957 

42. 

2. 

2. 

6. 

10. 

0. 

272.  16. 

3. 

1956 

47. 

16. 

0. 

6. 

10. 

0. 

320.  0. 

0. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion, may  I thank  members  of  the  Council  for  their  kind  interest  and 
help  at  all  times.  I am,  of  course,  indebted  to  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staff  of 
the  Council  and  especially  to  the  typing  staff  for  their  ever  ready  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.H.  SEAL, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


